The decline of utilization of the autopsy in American medicine is mirrored by the lack of an upto-date, authoritative text on autopsy pathology and technique. The authors intended to provide a "thorough and repeatable technique for a novice to follow." To a considerable degree, they have not accomplished this. Regrettably, the book is hampered by a style of writing that leaves something to be desired. In addition, there are errors as evidence that the authors/editors did not proofread the book very carefully. As one example, Figures 4.1 and 4.4 are exactly the same, although the legends differ. In general, the black-and-white illustrations are not excellent quality and certainly will not help the student learn how to perform an autopsy. For example, an inexperienced pathologist will have great difficulty understanding Figure 2.3. As a matter of fact, an experienced pathologist also will have some problems with this, and other, illustrations. Baker's Postmortem Examination, also long out of print, relied only on line drawings to effectively teach a novice how to perform a complete autopsy. Figure 5 .3 does employ the device of indicating lines of sectioning on the gross picture. Does one use a scissor or a scalpel or a long knife? The beginner will not have an easy time. Figure 10 .2 seems to be an example of what we have referred to as the "pepperoni" dissection method. Here a spleen is sliced perpendicular to the long axis of the organ. Further, there is no ruler, precluding a reasonable estimation of the spleen size and weight. This is a poor lesson for the new pathologist who should be taught how to maximize the educational value of photographs.
There are a number of unnecessary repetitions. On page 1 we learn that, in the United Kingdom, only 10% of autopsies are performed outside the coroner's system. This is soon followed, on page 2, by the information that 90% of autopsies are performed by coroners. Another example of lack of care in preparing this book can be found in the discussions of the method for identifying the thoracic duct, with one description on page 55 telling us to find the thoracic duct by moving the right lung forward and to the left and another on page 176 advising us to lift the left lung forward. Macroscopic dye techniques for recognizing early myocardial infarction appear on pages 104 and 229. The two sections are consistent, although slightly different, but it is not clear why this repetition, and others, are necessary.
The book provides information about both hospital-based autopsies and medical examiner's autopsies. This is also confusing for the learner, and much of the detail is not relevant for most pathologists in the United States. Much of the book is based on the methods used in daily practice that may not be familiar to American readers. For example, the authors regularly refer to a "PM40." With a little searching, one finds out that this is the name for a scalpel that is apparently commonly used in Great Britain.
For the new student of pathology, this book will not be particularly helpful. The more experienced practitioner, continuing to learn, may well find information to improve the approach to the autopsy.
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